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of sir Robert Sibbald, a Scottish antiquary of eminence, and 
early in the eighteenth century published a description of 
them, which procured him admission into the Royal Society. 
He died in London about 1719. His w orks is a strange mix¬ 
ture of learning, observation and gross credulity. 

“ I remember,” says’ this author, “ I have seen an old lay- 
capuchin here (in the island of Benbecula) called in their 
language Brahirbocht , that is, Poor-Brotherf which is liter¬ 
ally true; for he answers this character, having nothing but 
what is given him: he holds himself fully satisfied with food 
and rayment, and lives in as great simplicity' as any of his 
order; his diet is very mean, and he drinks only fair water: 
his habit is no less mortifying tlian that of his brethem else¬ 
where; he wears a short coat, which comes no farther than 
his middle, with narrow sleeves like a waistcoat; he w r ears a 
plaid over it, girt about the middle, which reaches to his 
knee: the plaid is fastened on his breast w ith a wooden pin, 
his neck bare and his feet often so too; he wears a hat for 
ornament, and the string about it is a bit of a fisher’s line, 
made of horse-hair. This plaid he wears instead of a gown 
wome by those of his order in other countries: I told him 
he wanted the flaxen girdle that men of his order usually 
wear: he answered me, that he w T ore a leather one, which 
was the same thing. Upon the matter, if he is spoke to 
when at meat, he answers again; which iMmntrary to the 
custom of his yrdcr. This poor man diverts him¬ 

self with angling of trouts: he lies upon straw, and lias no 
bell (as others have) to call him to his devotion, but only his 
conscience, as he told me.”— Martin’s Description of the 
Western Islands, p. 82. 

Note III. 

Of Brian's birth strange tales were told. Stanza v. line 1. 

The legend which follows is not of the author’s invention. 
It is possible he may differ from modern critics, in supposing 
that the records of human superstition, if peculiar to, and 
characteristic of, the country in which the same is laid, are 
a legitimate subject of poetry. He gives, however, a ready 
assent to the narrower proposition, which condemns all 
attempts of an irregular and disordered fancy to excite ter¬ 
ror, by accumulating a train of fantastic and incokerent 
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horrors, whether borrowed from all countries, and patched 
upon a narrative belonging to one which knew them not, or 
derived from the author’s own imagination. 

In the present case, therefore, I appeal to the record 
which I have transcribed, with the Variation of a very few 
words, from the geographical collections made by the laird 
of Macfarlane. I know not whether it be necessary to re* 
mark, that the miscellaneous concourse of youths and 
maidens on the night, and on the spot where the miracle is 
said to have taken place, might, in an incredulous age, 
have somewhat diminished the wonder which accompanied 
the conception of Gilli-Doir-Maghrevollich. 

“ There is bot two miles from Inverioghie, the church of 
Kilmalee, in Loghyeld. In ancient tymes there was ane 
church builded upon ane hill, wliich was above this church, 
w hich doeth now stand in this toune; and ancient men doeth 
say, that there was a battcll foughten on ane litle hill not 
the tenth part of a myle from this church, be certaine men 
wliich they did not know' what they were. And long tyme 
thereafter, certaine herds of that toune, and of the next 
toune, called Uunatt, both were wenches and youthes, did 
on a tyme conveen with others on that hill: and the day 
being somewhat cold, did gather the bones of the dead men 
that were slayne long tyme before in displace, and did 
make a fire towarm them. At last they did all remove 
from the fire one maid or wench which was verie 

cold, and she Tud mnaine there for a spaR. She being 
quyetlie her alone, without nriie other companie, took up 
her cloths above her knees, or thereby, to warm her; a w ind 
did come anil caste the ashes upon her, and she was conceiv¬ 
ed of ane man-child. Several 1 tymes thereafter she was verie 
sick, and at last she was knowme to be with chyld. And 
then her parents did ask her the matter heiroir, which the 
wench could not weel answer which way to satisfie them. 
At last she resolved them with ane answer. As fortune fell 
upon her concerning this marvellous miracle, the ehyld 
being borne, his name was called Gilb-dmr-Maghrevollich , 
that is to say, the Black Child, San to the Bones. So called, 
his grandfather sent him to school], and so he was a good 
schollar, and godlie. He did buiid this church w hieh doeth 
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